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Statement No. 9 
“And at that time” - What Time? 

Statement Sponsor 

John Witcombe 

 

 

Statement: In Daniel 12:1, the two phrases, “and at that time”, connect sequential and 

concurrent events. The powers that are ruling the world when Michael stands up, closing 

human probation, are Satan personating Christ, the papacy and apostate Protestantism. 

Satan [personating Christ], the papacy and apostate Protestantism are the final powers 

that are implied in Daniel 11:45. 

 

In my understanding of Daniel 11, the very last power bought to view in verse 45, just before 

Michael stands up and closes human probation, is the papal power whose wound has been 

healed. That is the power alluded to in the very last phrase of Daniel 11:45. Let’s look at the text: 

 

Daniel 11:45; 12:1 “And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in 

the glorious holy mountain; yet HE shall come to HIS end, and none shall help HIM. 

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the 

children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there 

was a nation [even] to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 

every one that shall be found written in the book.”   

 

This phrase, “and at that time” used twice in Daniel 12:1 is used a total of 8 times in the Bible. In 

every case it connects two concurrent events.  

 

To the question, at what time will God’s people be delivered, Daniel 12:1 says that this 

deliverance comes during the time of trouble which is mentioned just before the phrase, “and at 

that time”.  

 

So, it is reasonable to believe that the first time this same phrase “and at that time” is used in this 

same verse, it would also connect concurrent events. At the time that probations closes will be at 

the time that the king of the north has come to his end with no one willing or able to help him.  

 

Whoever it is that is able to bring the reign of the king of the north to his end is the power who 

reigns supreme when probation closes.  

 

Who will bring the he, his, and him in Daniel 11:45 to his end? It is a power brought to view in 

Revelation 13. 

  

“And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was 

healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the 

dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is 

like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?” Revelation 13:3, 4 

  

When Satan personates Christ in his final deception, the entire world (except God’s people) will 

worship the dragon who is Satan personating Christ. Satan will tell the world that the Catholic 

Church, who changed the Sabbath to Sunday, has been his agent in this world all this time. So 

besides worshiping Satan who is in the form of Christ, the world will worship the beast also. 
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And it is possible that it is this that brings the he, his, and him to his end and nobody will be 

following him any longer. When the king of the north plants the tabernacles of his palace in 

Jerusalem he will be brought to his end by the event of Satan appearing as the Christ and exalting 

the beast and the false prophet. And this three-fold union (Satan, Papacy, apostate Protestantism) 

will rule the entire planet. All religious leaders will bow before Satan. Even the Caliph (leader of 

the Muslims) will submit to this false Christ and his earthly representative, the pope. Even 

though the king of the north was ruling Islam from Jerusalem, his power comes to an end and not 

even the most radical Islamist group (Al Qaeda, ISIS, Muslim Brotherhood, Boko Haram) will 

seek to keep the Muslim leader in power – none shall help him, for even the leader of Islam 

himself will be found bowing in worship before the dragon and the beast. 

  

And it will be at the time when the whole world is worshiping the false Christ, that Michael will 

stand up and probation will close. 

  

It will be during this time of trouble, after probation has closed, that the papacy will come to its 

end. If we teach the world that the papacy is the second to the last power brought to view in 

Daniel 11 and that some other power brings the papacy to its end before Michael stands up, we 

remove a very important waymark that God has given to us to know when Satan’s personation of 

Christ is about to take place. 

  

The second to the last power is the king of the north who represents the leader of Turkey who 

will become the leader of Islam by planting the tabernacles of his palace in Jerusalem. This is the 

view that the Eastern Question in Bible Prophecy presented to the world for 80 years of our 

church history. The enemy has taken away this understanding because he does not want us to 

know when he will be making his last move. And his last move is revealed by the phrase: “. . . 

yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.” When the king of the north takes his place 

in Jerusalem we can know that he will, in short order, come to his end by the appearance of 

Satan personating Christ who will exalt the papacy to worldwide worship and dominion. 

  

Notice this important statement: 

  

“The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across the 

gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with 

the Roman power; and under the influence of this threefold union, this country will 

follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.” GC 588 

  

This statement is telling us that the Protestants of the United States will be foremost in grasping 

the hand of spiritualism and this spiritualism includes the personation of Christ by Satan. 

  

The statement in The Great Controversy continues: 

  

“As spiritualism more closely imitates the nominal Christianity of the day, it has greater 

power to deceive and ensnare. Satan himself is converted, after the modern order of 

things. He will appear in the character of an angel of light. Through the agency of 

spiritualism, miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable 

wonders will be performed.” GC 588 

  

This angel of light is Satan himself posing as Christ and this is called spiritualism: 

  

“We are warned that in the last days he will work with signs and lying wonders. And he 

will continue these wonders until the close of probation, that he may point to them as 
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evidence that he is an angel of light and not of darkness.”  RH, November 17, 1885 par. 

11}  

  

“You know that Satan will come in to deceive if possible the very elect. He claims to be 

Christ, and he is coming in, pretending to be the great medical missionary. He will cause 

fire to come down from heaven in the sight of men, to prove that he is God. We must 

stand barricaded by the truths of the Bible. The canopy of truth is the only canopy under 

which we can stand safely.”  {RH, April 14, 1903 par. 28} 

  

“And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth 

in the sight of men . . .” Revelation 13:13 

  

This is Satan posing as Christ who will be calling fire down from heaven. This verse is in the 

context of the prophecy regarding the United States of America. So the apostate Protestants of 

America will grasp hands with Satan posing as Christ (spiritualism) and “they will reach over the 

abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the influence of this threefold union, this 

country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.” GC 588 

  

And it is this threefold union that unites the world under Satan’s banner. This threefold union 

will not take place until the first part of Daniel 11:45 is fulfilled because it is the power of this 

threefold union that brings the rule of the king of the north to an end. If the king of the north is 

the papacy we would have the papacy coming to its end before the close of probation. The 

natural reading of the text indicates that the king of the north comes to his end before the close of 

probation. Only the interpretation found in the Eastern Question understanding of this prophecy 

allows the papacy to rule supreme at the very end just before the close of probation. 

 

Below is further evidence that Satan will be personating Christ before Michael stands up and 

thus he and his papal church are ruling the world just before the close of probation: 

 

Satan . . . will come personating Jesus Christ, working mighty miracles; and men will 

fall down and worship him as Jesus Christ. We shall be commanded to worship this 

being, whom the world will glorify as Christ. What shall we do? Tell them that Christ 

has warned us against just such a foe, who is man's worst enemy, yet who claims to 

be God, and that when Christ shall make His appearance it will be with power and great 

glory, accompanied by ten thousand times ten thousand angels and thousands of 

thousands, and that when He shall come we shall know His voice.--6BC 1106 (1888). 

{LDE 165.3}  

 

The above statement cannot be speaking of a time after the close of probation because we will 

not be warning the world to not accept this false Christ once probation closes. After probation 

closes we will have nothing to say to the lost as we see in the following statement:  

 

Then I saw Jesus lay off His priestly attire and clothe Himself with His most kingly 

robes. Upon His head were many crowns, a crown within a crown. Surrounded by the 

angelic host, He left heaven. The plagues were falling upon the inhabitants of the earth. 

Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others rushed to the people of God and 

begged to be taught how they might escape His judgments. But the saints had nothing 

for them. The last tear for sinners had been shed, the last agonizing prayer offered, 

the last burden borne, the last warning given. The sweet voice of mercy was no more 

to invite them. When the saints, and all heaven, were interested for their salvation, they 

had no interest for themselves. Life and death had been set before them. Many desired 

life, but made no effort to obtain it. They did not choose life, and now there was no 
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atoning blood to cleanse the guilty, no compassionate Saviour to plead for them, and cry, 

"Spare, spare the sinner a little longer." All heaven had united with Jesus, as they heard 

the fearful words, "It is done. It is finished." The plan of salvation had been 

accomplished, but few had chosen to accept it. And as mercy's sweet voice died away, 

fear and horror seized the wicked. With terrible distinctness they heard the words, "Too 

late! too late!" {EW 281.1} 

 

In this age antichrist will appear as the true Christ, and then the law of God will be 

fully made void in the nations of our world. Rebellion against God's holy law will be 

fully ripe. But the true leader of all this rebellion is Satan clothed as an angel of light. 

Men will be deceived and will exalt him to the place of God, and deify him. But 

Omnipotence will interpose, and to the apostate churches that unite in the exaltation 

of Satan, the sentence will go forth, "Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, 

death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for 

strong is the Lord God who judgeth her" [Rev. 18:8].--TM 62 (1893). {LDE 168.2}  

 

Laws enforcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath will bring about a national 

apostasy from the principles of republicanism upon which the government has been 

founded. The religion of the papacy will be accepted by the rulers, and the law of God 

will be made void.--7MR 192 (1906). {LDE 132.1}  

 

We see in the first statement above that Satan personates Christ resulting in a universal Sunday 

law and as seen in the second statement, we see that it is Sunday laws that make the law of God 

void. After Satan personates Christ then the plagues will fall on this world. For the entire world 

to be tested over the mark of the beast, the entire world must first fully make the law of God 

void. 

 

In the last days Satan will appear as an angel of light, with great power and 

heavenly glory, and claim to be the Lord of the whole earth. He will declare that the 

Sabbath has been changed from the seventh to the first day of the week; and as lord of the 

first day of the week he will present this spurious sabbath as a test of loyalty to him. 

Then will take place the final fulfillment of the Revelator’s prophecy. [Revelation 

13:4-18, quoted.] {19MR 282.1}  

 

“Then will take place the final fulfillment of the Revelator’s prophecy. [Revelation 13:4-18, 

quoted.] This statement teaches us that Satan first personates Christ before Revelation 13 is 

completely fulfilled and Revelation 13 is fulfilled before the close of probation.  


