
#1   –  DANIEL 11 IS BUILT ON THE FRAMEWORK OF DANIEL 8 
 
The prophecy of Daniel 11 certainly builds upon all the visions of Daniel, including chapters 2, 7, 8 
and 9.  But the message of Daniel 11 is especially built upon the framework of Daniel chapter 8.  
Chapters 2 and 7 give the broad details of four world empires having rule over the earth until God 
sets up His everlasting kingdom.  And the rule of these kingdoms certainly effects the people of 
God and these kingdoms are mentioned specifically because their history intersects with God’s 
people.  But in a special sense, chapters 8 and 11 have a separate role to play in giving additional 
light to God’s people in regard to their persecution and the defilement of God’s sanctuary (See 
especially Dan 8:10-13, 17, 19, Dan 10:14; Dan 12:6-7; Dan 12:11-12).  Below are several evidences 
for this: 
 

1. Daniel’s confusion in chapter 8.  Daniel beheld the rise of Persia, Greece and then a 
fourth unnamed kingdom that would trample God’s people (Dan 8:10) and cast down His 
sanctuary (Dan 8:11; Rev 13:6).  While plenty disturbing in its own right, the fact that this 
had recently happened to Judah and had not yet been overturned caused Daniel fear and 
great perplexity.  Daniel’s prayer in the chapter 9 reveals that these are precisely the two 
things that continued to be on his mind: 1) God’s people and 2) His sanctuary.  He saw the 
events foretold in Daniel 8 as a continued judgment against God’s people for their 
disobedience who were already in captivity in Babylon (which he connected with the people 
trampled (Dan 8:10)) with God’s sanctuary (or temple) which He connected with Solomon’s 
temple that was already cast down (Dan 8:11).  He did not realize that the focus of this 
vision was New Testament Israel and the heavenly sanctuary, even though the angel told him 
that these events have a special application at the end of time.  This is why the angel tells 
him, “Understand, son of man, that the vision (chazown) refers to the time of the end” and “I 
am making known to you what shall happen in the latter time of the indignation” (Dan 8:17, 
19).  In spite of this, Daniel still did not understand to whom these references referred to, 
which is why the angel returned in Daniel 9 to lay before him what would happen 1) to his 
people (Judah) 2) and to their sanctuary.  The angel later returns in Daniel 10 to tell him 
what will befall his people, or the church, in the latter days (Dan 10:14). 
 

2. The many parallels in theme and language in both Daniel 8 and 11. 
 

a. Both visions begin in the days of Persia (Dan 8:2-3, 20:; Dan 11:2). 
 

b. In both Daniel 8 & 11, the transitions from one power to the next are marked with 
1) the ‘ascension’ of the new power (they ‘stand’ (‘amad) and no one can ‘stand’ 
before them (Dan 8:3; Dan 8:4, 7; Dan 8:23), 2) the ‘dominion’ of the new power 
(the greatness (great, very great, exceedingly great) and the details of their dominion 
is mentioned each time) (Dan 8:4; Dan 8:5, 8; Dan 8:9) and 3) the undisputed ‘will’ 
of the new power is mentioned each time in various language (Dan 8:4; Dan 8:7; 
Dan 8:12).  Daniel 11:3 especially shows this pattern repeated when it mentions ‘a 
mighty king shall arise’, ‘who will rule with great dominion’, ‘and do according to 
his will’.  (See also Dan 11:16 for the next transition). 
 

c. The kingdom that follows Persia is ‘divided toward the four winds of heaven’ in both 
Daniel 8 and 11 (See Dan 8:8; Dan 11:4). 



d. The kingdom that follows Greece is a king of fierce ‘face’ (paniym) (Dan 8:23, Dan 
11:16*, 17, 18, 19, 22*).  Just as the little horn of Daniel 7 had the eyes and a mouth 
like a man (implying a face), so also the little horn of Daniel 8 and the Roman power 
in Daniel 11 share the same features (See also Deut 28:47-52).  *In verses 16 and 22 
of Daniel 11, the Hebrew word for face ‘paniym’ is obscured in most English 
translations, but it is present in the Hebrew. 
 

e. The unnamed fourth kingdom in both Daniel 8 and 11 has a dominion that extends 
to ‘the glorious land’ (Dan 8:9; Dan 11:16), destroys ‘the mighty and the holy people’ 
(Dan 8:24; Dan 11:23, 33-35), has an army given to him (Dan 8:12; Dan 11:31), 
defiles the sanctuary (Dan 8:10-14; Dan 11:31), exalts (gadal) himself above the 
Prince and every god (Dan 8:11; Dan 11:36-37), will cause ‘deceit’ (mirmah) to 
prosper (Dan 8:25; Dan 11:23), will prosper till ‘the wrath has been accomplished’ 
(Dan 8:19; Dan 11:36), and will be ‘broken without human hand’ (Dan 8:25; Dan 
11:45; Dan 2:45) 


